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Literacy In First Grade

Our literacy program focuses on teaching
children to read by learning a variety of
comprehension and accuracy strategies to
use on any book.

Research shows that becoming a successful
reader at the first grade level will help ensure
your child’s further success in school.




Guided Reading is the heart of our reading
program. Itis through guided reading that
teachers and reading specialists show children
how to read and support children as they read.



What Is Guided Reading?

Guided Reading is small
group or individual reading
iInstruction based on the
needs of a child.




What does Guided Reading look like?

«Students are grouped according to need with
the ultimate goal of becoming an independent
reader.

«As a child’s needs change, the groups may
change. This depends on a child’s progress or
need for additional support.

«Students work on a spectrum of text levels.




During guided reading, the teacher may
work individually with a student or with a
small group.



The reading specialist will also meet with
children in a small group or individually.



Children are
engagedin
meaningful
literacy
activities during
reading time.

Read to Self Word Work



Examples of text levels

3 F b | LT B T S e (L T R0, T i T T T T B e Ty A T A R M T T L N e e R s TP
}."lir.‘“ﬁ}-:'. o e Y |'>_' R AP e i - =l L s | v e L --u's. "‘:.J"fl'J'-l'uf,‘u"-.‘""'i\-lﬂym

Tom went home.

“Look, Mom!

[ am bleeding!”

Y"Oh, Tom!" said Mon

Our levels begin at one with the ultimate goal of ensuring that every child is
reading and comprehending what they read at a level sixteen by the end of the
year.

Thisis an example of a level 5 text. At this level, we are moving away from the
repetitive patterns in the text. Word wall words are important connectors. The
picture continues to provide context. A child must read for meaning, use
beginning sounds and REREAD to figure out words. At thislevel children will be
reading with “their eyes” not their pointer finger because developing fluency
and expression in reading is very important and is directly connected to higher
levels of comprehension.
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This is an example of a level 10 (mid-year expected reading level).
At this level one of the most obvious differences is that not only is the
text more difficult but the print itself is becoming smaller. Children
must continue to read for meaning and will look for word parts or
chunks to help them figure out unknown words. Fluency and
phrasing continues to be critical because it is not just reading the
words that count but also being able to understand the text.



Jessica Felt sorry for Daniel

[le was only four
“All right,t she said.
“Pll o and ger Rex for you

Cm nor scared of the dark,"

Jessica put on har coat
and found her boots
Then. she opened the doot
and looked out

nt the wer black night
Arnd she was scarcd.
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Thisis a level 16 (end of the year expected reading level). At this level,
you can see much more printon a page. Though we have a picture,
the context is coming from the words as well.






In order to become a successful reader, implementing key
reading strategies is necessary. The focus on reading
strategies gives young children the tools they need to
become successful independent readers. The goal is
always for the children to gain meaning and understanding
from what they read. Strategies are the thinking processes
that occur in a reader’s head when he or she is trying to
figure out difficult text.
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Text reads: 1 like you.

Child reads: “l see you.”

Parent says: “Does that g
look right?” @




Text reads: | like to go.
Child reads: “I likes to go.”

Parent says “Does that
sound right?”




Text reads: My dog can run.
Child reads: “My dog can read.”

Parent says “Does that
make sense?”







Assessing Comprehension




Key Points of Story Retelling




Take- Home Readmg




What is the Take-Home Reading Program?

The Take-Home Reading Program is your First
Grader’s homework. The Take-Home reading
book is an extension of the Guided Reading
program we do here at school during the
day. Your child may bring home familiar
books, which he/she has read with a teacher
or new books to practice each night.

Why is the Take-Home Program important?

The Take-Home Reading program is an integral part of your
child’s reading success. The more practice your child receives,
the more fluent a reader he/she will become and the more
excited they will be for life-long reading and learning!



Procedures For Take-Home Reading

1. Parent reads story first to themselves
to become familiar with the text.

2. Parent reads the title out loud then the
child reads the title out loud.

3. Parent asks the child to predict storyline.
4. Parent tells child character names.

5. Parent tells child general overview of the
story. “This story is about a dog that
likes the mud.”




6. Take a picture walk together. Go

through the story, looking at the pictures,
as child comments about what is
happening on each page.

/. Child reads story to parent.

8. Ask your child to retell

the story and/or make a
connection to the story.




Word Wall Words




Word Wall Words

<\Word wall words are sight words or high
frequency words that we expect our
students to read and write correctly.

e Our first grade list includes 126 word wall
words.

e Your child will receive a word wall list each
week. Review weeks will also be included
throughout the year.

e Please work on these words so your child
can recognize and write them. These
words are important to know in order to
gain fluency in reading.
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There are many ways to practice
WWWs. Here are a few ideas you
can do at home to help your child
practice these very important “high
frequency” words.

The first activity is called
Rainbow writing — Rainbow
writing is done by writing the
whole word with a selected
color of crayon. Another
coloris chosen and that

color is used to write the
word directly on top of the
first word that was written. A
third color is chosen and the
word is written a third time.



Magnetic letters




A third way you can have your child practice is by writing their words
on the sidewalk with colored chalk. This is really fun and it’s one of
our students’ favorite activities to do at school!
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A fourth way that your child can practice is simply by working

with words using a variety of materials. Some activities can
Include such things as:

Flash cards

Dry erase boards
Finger paints
Magna doodles
Shaving cream




In closing, we hope this information will
be useful in helping you to work with
your child at home. Thank you for
taking the time to view these slides
and for being an active part in your
child’s education. We look forward to
working with you this year to develop
your child into a life-long reader.



